
 

“Can a Church Be Too Tolerant?” 
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

 

Sermon Summary. . . 
When Christians lovingly address sin within their community, it enables them 

to live as an authentic church. 
 

Handicaps to Being an Authentic Church. . . 
• Unconfronted sin is evidence we are neglecting our responsibility to 

speak up. 
o It exposes individuals to eternal danger, when we exist to 

restore people to God. 
o It exposes the church to sinful pollution, when we exist as clean 

in Christ. 
o It exposes the gospel to serious misunderstanding, when we 

exist to clarify the gospel.   
§ Worldliness in Christians undercuts the power of the 

gospel. 
§ Morality for non-Christians undercuts the purpose of 

the gospel.  
• Unchecked pride blinds us to our responsibility to speak up. 

o Possibly a rebuke of pride flowing from theological error. 
o Possibly a rebuke of pride flowing from spiritual complacency.  
o Possibly a rebuke of pride flowing from oblivious hypocrisy.  

• Unbiblical judgment distracts us from our responsibility to speak up to 
the right people.  

o Christians should judge insiders.  
o God will judge outsiders.  


