
“Not Harsh, but Merciful” 
Matthew 5:7 

 

What It Means. . . 
Mercy is compassion that moves toward people in need. 

 
●​ The hurting need help. 

 
 
 
 

●​ The wandering need truth. 
 
 
 
 

●​ The guilty need forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 

What It Confronts. . . 
We tend to protect ourselves by keeping people in need at a 

distance.  
 
●​ In Our Culture: We protect our peace from other people’s pain. 

 
 
 
 
 

●​ In the Church: We protect our righteousness from other 
people’s sin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See It in Jesus. . . 
Moved by our need, Jesus gave himself to bring us the mercy of 

God. 
 
 
 
 

Receive the Promise. . . 
The merciful receive God’s forgiveness now, help today, and 

welcome forever.  
 
 
 
 

Reflect then Act. . . 
●​ Reflect:  When someone in need crosses my path, am I ready 

to move toward them with mercy, or am I more likely to protect 
my peace or my image of righteousness?  

●​ Act: If someone is already before you, take one wise step 
toward them: listen, pray, give practical help, speak truth gently, 
forgive, or ask someone else to help you help them. If not, ask 
God to prepare your heart so that when he brings someone 
across your path, you do not pass by.   


